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A bstract This paper offers a brief taxonom ic summ ary of the genus B lindusM ulsant etRey, 1853 from China and describes 


one new species, B. 


aurvotibius sp. nov., from Henan, China A worldw ide key to the known species of the genus is given 


below. The type specmens were deposited in the H ebeiU niversity M useum, Baoding, China (HBUM ). 
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T he B lindus M ulsan 


t et Rey, 1853 belongs to the They are mainly distributed in China (Sichuan, 


tribe Pedinini (Coleoptera, Tenebrionidae). Before Chongqing, Hebei East Inner M ongolia, Hubei 


this study, only seven 
w orldw ide (M edvedev, 
Reitter, 1889; Seid litz, 


30 


— nt z NO 


species had been described Anhui), Russia ( Far East) and the Korean 


1968; Faldem ann, 1835; Peninsula, with the exception of B. fulvicornis (Reitter, 
1893; Faimaire, 1897). 1889), which occurs only in Japan (Fig 1). 
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Fig 1. W orldw 


90 100 110 120 130 140 


ide geographical distribution of the genus B lindus 


Xx B. aurvotibius Sp. nov OB. fulvikomi X B. japonicus € 5. potanini potanini (B. potanini nudiventris 


/NB. reichardti 


OB. strigosus AB. thibetanus 


The species of this genus live m loose soil and leaves during the day and are active m the evening 
occupy habitats with moderate rainfall and rich Larvae live in relatively dry sandy soil and feed on 
vegetation. They usually hide under stones and fallen plant roots and anmal corpses They are forest-steppe 
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and sem i-desert grassland beetles 

In this paper, we provide a key to the species of 
the genus and describe one new species, B. aurvotibius 
sp. nov., from Henan, China The type specmens 
were deposited in the M useum of HebeiU niversity. 


Genus B lindusM ulsant et Rey, 1853 
PedinusM ulsant et Rey, 1853a: 122; 1853b: 206 (subg B lindus). 
Blindus M edvedev, 1968: 155-167. 


Type species Pedinus strigosus Faldem ann, 1835 
D iagnosis black, 
shining, w ithout hairs Eyes divided into tw o parts by 


Body oblong-oval w eakly 


genae Each with eight punctato-striates — Protibiae 
sharp ly dilated from base to apex M etatibiae slender 
and straight Protarsomeres 1-3 obviously dilated in 
male, mesotarsom ere narrow. 


Key to the w orld's species of B lindusM ulsant et Rey (07) 
1. Metatibiae angularly curved near base; elytral punctato-striate fine; 


body length 9. 5mm eeeeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee0 0 0 B. thibetanus 
M etatib iae not angu larly curved rwr 2 
2. M etatibiae symmetrically curved and dilated from base to apex *** 3 


M etatibiae curved, and becom ing slender in middle; punctato-striate 
of elytra deep, intervals strongly convex; body length 8. 7-9. 6mm 
eeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 000000 000900 0 0 0 B. curvotib ius Sp. NOV. 
3. M etatibiae straight Or feebly curved nm 4 
M etatibiae distinctly curved eeveeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee000 0000000 00000 00000 0 5 
4. Punctures ofpronotum obviously elongated and confluent from disc to 
sides; body length 8.7-9.0 mm. 6n ennt rmenn B. strigosus 
Punctures of pronotum feebly elongate and unconfluent in sides; body 
length 8.7-9.6mm nr B. japonicus 
5. Front angles of pronotum obtuse; punctato-striate of elytra distinct, 
the distance of intervals less than diam eter of punctures, intervals w ith 
dense wrinkles body length 9.2mm 70 B. fulvicornis 
Front angles of pronotum sharp DP 000 000 6 
6. Pronotum about 1.3 times as broad as long; anterior genae parallel in 
sides; inner surface of protibiae with shining fleck; body length 9.2 
mms I59€6tk eA het pOE E A B. reichardti 
Pronotum about 1.5 times as broad as long; anterior genae 
converging to clypeus inner surface of protibiae w ithout shining fleck 


7. V entral surface of body and abdominal sternites with short 
pubescence; body length 6. 7-8. 6mm  :-77 B. potanini potanini 
Ventral surface of body with weak pubescence, abdom inal sternites 
alm ost glabrous; body length 9.2 mm “© B. potanini nudiventris 


Key to the word species of B lindusM ulsant et Rey ( 9.) 
1. Front angles of pronotum obtuse; body length 9. 5 mm 77 


Front angles of pronotum acuate DP 2 
2. Basal margin of pronotum interrupted or absent 700 3 
Basal m argin of pronotum intact DP 5 
3. Basal m argin of pronotum absent ceccoecocosocooooooooooooocoooooooooooo 4 
Basalm argin of pronotum interrupted atm iddle; body length 8. 7-9. 6 
miim Gees midi Se 0 0.9 “0. 0 ite imenr Se) 9) erg reine nee B. curvotibius sp. nov. 
4. Punctures of pronotum rugose, often elongated and confluent in 
sides body length 7. 0-9. 8mm — t8 B. strigosus 
Punctures of pronotum distinct, often feebly elongated and alone in 
sides body length 7.3-8.9 mm 8 B. japonicus 
5. Punctures of pronotum distinct, partly confluent in sides************ 6 


Punctures of pronotum big and confluent commonly confluent in 
sides body length 9.0-10. 8mm  *0008 B. thibetanus 
6. Punctato-striate of elytra thin, body length 8.9mm  -**B. reichardti 
Punctato-striate of ely tra thick eeeeeeeeveeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 00000 00000 0 0 0 7 


7. Body including abdominal sternites with short pubescence; 


longitudinal groove of propleuron thin, body length 6. 7-8. 6mm 
eeveeeeeveeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee0 0000000 00000000 00 0 B. potanini potanini 

Abdominal sternites glabrous, longitudinal groove of propleuron 

coarse; body length 6. 7-8. 6 mm 77 B. potanini nudiventris 


(Figs 2-9, 52) 


1 Blindu curvotibius sp. nov. 


Body oblong-oval convex above, shining black; 


antennae with first and second segments reddish 
eighth to 


eleventh segments yellow -brown. Protarsom ere brick- 


brown, third to seventh segments black, 


red, m eso- and m etarsom ere brown. 
M ale Anterior margin of clypeus feebly curved 


inwards, lateral margin curved, anterior genae 


roundly dilated, posterior genae inflexed; head weakly 


93 is 
-fom concave in 


A A . [14 
convex in posterior half, with v 
m idd le, 


curved; frons with dense, 


fronto-clypeal sulcus deeply mflexed and 
round, small punctures 
Antennae loose stick, with hairs, reaching to the base 
of pronotum, second to sixth segments colum nifom, 
beginning to swell from seventh to tenth segments, 
tem inal segment oblong-oval relative length of each 
segment from base to apex: 41, 20, 6, 33, 32, 29, 
28, 31, 29, 28, 40 

Pronotum trapezifom, about 1.6 tmes as broad 
as long anterior m argin deeply inflexed but straight in 
middle, with weakly edging; lateral margin steep ly 
oblique contracted from base to apex, with whole 
edging; front acu te, 
subrectangular, base with edging except middle, disc 
feeb ly 


punctures, 


angles posterior angles 


convex, covered with dense and round 


becom ing elongated to sides without 
com binative; stripe of propleuron dense  Prosternum 
with irregular wrinkles, prosternal process lancifom, 
obtuse at apex, 


with w rinkles M eso- and m etasternum w ith w rinkles 


horizontally protrudent backw ards, 


Abdom mal with first to third segments convex m 
m iddle, 
segm ent bottom cam bered w ith punctures 


with wrinkles and small punctures, anal 
Scutellum triangular, without punctures Elytra 
oblong-oval strongly convex, about 1. 4 tmes as long 
as broad; sides dilated from base to m iddle; disc flat, 
steeply oblique contracted from m iddle to base and 
apex, with 16 punctato-striates, punctures of punctato- 
striate deep and amost conjoint intervals convex, 
w ith dense small punctures 

Protibiae distinctly dilated from base to apex, 
outer margin straight, inner margin weakly curved; 
protarsomeres 1-3 foliifom, ventral surface with 
brown fuzz mesotibiae straight metatibiae distinctly 
curved and thn atm iddle The ratio of relative lengths 
of m etatibiae 1-4 segments: 90, 41, 25, 49. 
length 1.7 mm, width 
0.4 mm, sides parallel m dorsal view, curved m lateral 
view (Figs 7-9). 

Fem ale 


Aedeagus colum n ifom , 


longer and wider than male 
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Figs 2-9 B lindu aurvotibius sp. nov. 2 Pronotum. 3 Antenna 4 Protibia 5 Metatibia 6 Prosternalprocess 7 Aedeagus 


ventral view. & Aedeagus lateral view. 9 Spiculum gastrale Scale bars 2 1 mm. 


Protarsomere not w idened; metatibia straight 
comparatively. O ther characteristics as m ale 

M easurements Body length: 8.7mm, Ẹ 9.6 
mm; width: 4.1mm, $ 5.0mm. 

Holotype c^, Jigong Mountain, Henan, 5 Aug 
2004, W ANG Feng-Yan Paratypes 2 € €, same data 
as holotype 

D lagnosis The new species can be distinguished 
from B lindus reichardtiM edvedev, 1968 by the follow ing 
characteristics: frons cupped in the m iddle; punctato- 
striate of elytra deep, intervals strongly convex; basal 
edging of pronotum interrupted in the middle; 


m etatibiae obviously curved, and becom ing narrow in 19 
the m idd le 

Etym ology. The new species is named for its 11 
cam bered m eta tib iae NC 


2 Blindus fulvicornis (Reitter, 1889) (Figs 10- 


11) € À 
Pedinus fulvicomis Reitter, 1889: 700; Seidlitz, 1893: 375; Reitter, 1904: Inge AO L B ins JUN goe “eter 1882) kon 
61 M edvedev, 1968). 10 Pronotum. 11. Protibia 


B lindus fulvicomis: M edvedev, 1968: 159-160. : A ; OA A 
PR esa gees rc cid 3 Blindus japonicus (Seidlitz, 1893) (Fig 53) 


Sichuan): B lindus japonicus M edvedev 1968: 159 (Figs 195-199). 


66 Acta Zootaxonom ica Sinica 7 2$ df Vol 35 No | 


D istribution. Japan. 


4 Blindus potanini potanini M edvedev, 
(Figs 12-19, 54) 
B lindus potanini potanini M edvedev 1968: 160-162. 


17-19 


Figs 12-19 Blindus potanini potanini M edvedev, 1968 


5  Blindus potanini nudiventris M edvedev, 


(Figs 2027, 55) 
B lindus potanini potanini M edvedev, 1968: 162. 


Materias examined 32 d'd, 40 9 S9, Beijia 
M ountain, Danba County, Sichuan, alt 2 200m, 29 
July 1999, REN GuoD ong 

D istribution China (Sichuan). 


6 Blindus reichardtiM edvedev, 1968 (Figs 28-35, 


56) 
B lindus potanini potaniniM edvedev, 1968: 163-165. 


Materials exam ined 5 o^ c^, 109 9, D ixiang, 
D anba County, Sichuan, alt 2230m, 18 July 2008, 
collected by REN GuoDong 2 77, 39 9, Batang 


County, Sichuan, alt 3850m, 16 July 2008, 
collected by REN GuoD ong 

D istribution China (Sichuan). 
7 Blindus strigosus (Faldem ann, 1835) ( Figs 


36-43, 57) 
Pedinus strigosus Faldem ann, 1835: 410. 


1968 


12. Pronotum. 
Prosternal process 17. Aedeagus ventral view. 18 Aedeagus lateral view. 19. Spiculum gastrale Scale bars 2 1 mm. 


1968 


Materials examined 53 d'd, 75 9 9, Beijia 
M ountain, D anba County, Sichuan, alt 2 200m, 29 
July 1999, REN GuoD ong 

D istribution. China (Sichuan). 


19 


13 Antenna 14  Protibia 15 M etatibia 16 


Pedinus (Blindus) strigosus: M ulsant et Rey, 1853a: 122; 1853b: 206; 
Seidlitz, 1893: 374; Reitter, 1904: 61; Schuster, 1940: 19; Zhao, 
1963: 55 

B lindus strigosus (Faldenm ann, 1835): M edvedev, 1968: 157-159, figs 
195-199; Ren et Yu, 1999: 183-185. 

Colpotu faldemanniB audi di Selve, 1876: 46; Ferrer, 1992: 160. 


Materias examined 2 oc, 12%, W eichang 
County, Hebei 29 July 1994, REN GuoD ong 
1 7, 49 2, ShiziM ountain, Chengde C ity, Hebei 
23 July 1990, REN GuoDong 50 0707, 62 9. 9. 
Jmhekou, Yuxian C ity, Hebei 14 July 1999, LI Jing 
and W ANG Feng-Yan; 23 d^ c^, 422 9, X iaowutai, 
Yuxian County, Hebei 5 July 2001, WANG Feng- 
Yan 30 7, 352 9, M ouping County, Shandong, 
11 July 2007, WANG JiLiang and WANG Feng- 
Yan 1 07, Beijing, 8 June 1960, TAN M eiQ ian; 
2 97, 29 9, Mutianyu, Beijing, 14 May 1994, 
REN GuoDong 5 oo’, 89 9, Dongzhai Xinyang 
City, 15 July 2005, W ANG Jit iang and GAO Chao; 
8c'c, 62%, Huixian County, 27 July 2007, 
W ANG Feng-Yan and 
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Figs 20-27. Blindus potanini nudiventris M edvedev, 1968 20 Pronotum. 21. Antenna 22 Protibia 23. Metatibia 24 
Prosternal process 25. Aedeagus ventral view. 26 Aedeagus lateral view. 27. Spiculum gastrale Scale bars 2 1 mm. 


28 29-32 
5 30 31 
29 
Y i 


33-35 
Figs 28-35 Blindus reihardti M edvedev, 1968 28 Pronotum. 29 Antenna 30 Protibia 31. M etatibia 32 Prosternal 
process 33 Aedeagus ventral view. 34 Aedeagus lateral view. 35. Spiculum gastrale Scale bars =1 mm. 


25-27 


24 
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Figs 36-43 Blindus strigosus (Faldem ann, 1835). 36 Pronotum. 37. Antenna 38 Protibia 39 Metatibia 40  Prosternal 
process 41. Aedeagus ventral view. 42 Aedeagus lateral view. 43. Spiculum gastrale Scale bars 21 mm 


o 


Figs 44-51.B lindus thibetanus (Faimaire, 1897). 44  Pronotum. 45 Antenna 46 Protibia 47. metatibia 48 
Prosternal process 49 Aedeagus ventral view. 50 Aedeagus lateral view. 51. Spiculum gastrale Scale bars 2 1 mm. 
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HUANG W en“Jng 

D istribution China (Beijing, Tianjin, Henan, 
Hebei, Shandong, Liaoning, InnerM ongolia, Hubei 
Sichuan and Taiwan), Russia (Far East) and Korean 
Peninsu la 


8 Blindus thibetanus (Faim aire, 1897) (Figs 44- 


51, 58) 
Pedinus thibetanus Faim aire, 1897: 217. 
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B lindus thibetanus M edvedev 1968: 165-166. 


M aterials examined. 4 d'd, 32%, Kangding 
16 Apr 
W ushan County, Chongqing, alt 
July 2006, ZHANG X iao-Rong 

D istribution. China (Chongqing, Sichuan, and 
X izang). 


1993, LI JiJun; 1 67, 
200-1 800m, 26 


County, Sichuan, 


Figs 52-58 Adult male of Blindus spp. 52. B. aurvotibius sp. 
H isam atsu et Sasaji 1985). 54 B. potanini potanini M edvedev, 
reihardti M edvedev, 1968 57 B. strigosus (Faldem ann, 1835). 
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